
 

 
 

March 4, 2015 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20426 

Re: Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. ER15-_____-000 
Revisions to Bylaws Section 6.6 Corporate Governance Committee 

Dear Secretary Bose: 

Pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. 824d (“FPA”), 
and Section 35.13 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (“Commission”) 
Regulations, 18 C.F.R. § 35.13, Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) submits 
revisions to Section 6.6 of the SPP Bylaws1 to add an additional seat to the Corporate 
Governance Committee. 

SPP requests an effective date of May 3, 2015 for the proposed revisions 
included in this filing. 

I. BACKGROUND 
 

A. SPP 

SPP is a Commission-approved Regional Transmission Organization 
(“RTO”).2  It is an Arkansas non-profit corporation with its principle place of 
business in Little Rock, Arkansas.  SPP has 83 Members, including 14 investor-
owned utilities, 11 municipal systems, 14 generation and transmission cooperatives, 8 
state agencies, 12 independent power producers, 12 power marketers, 11 independent 

                                                 
1  Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Bylaws, First Revised Volume No. 4 (“Bylaws”). 
2  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 109 FERC ¶ 61,009 (2004), order on reh’g, 110 FERC ¶ 

61,137 (2005).  
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transmission companies, and 1 federal agency. As an RTO, SPP is a transmission 
provider currently administering transmission service over portions of Arkansas, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas serving 
more than 6 million households in a 370,000 square-mile area.   

B. Stakeholder Process 
 
On November 14, 2014, SPP’s Corporate Governance Committee confirmed 

changes to Bylaws Section 6.6, as approved August 28, 2014.3  On January 27, 2015, 
the Members Committee and Board of Directors approved the revisions,4 in 
accordance with the processes provided in Section 10 of the Bylaws.5  

 
C. North American Electric Reliability Corporation Approval 

In addition to being a Commission-approved RTO, SPP is a Regional Entity 
(“RE”) under the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”), the 
Commission-approved Electric Reliability Organization.6  Because SPP’s Bylaws are 
part of SPP’s “Delegation Agreement” with NERC, revisions to the Bylaws require 
NERC approval. Upon NERC approval, the revised Delegation Agreement will be 
filed by NERC with the Commission.  The proposed revisions do not affect SPP’s RE 
function.   

II. DESCRIPTION OF REVISIONS 

 With this filing, SPP proposes to modify Section 6.6 (Corporate Governance 
Committee) of the Bylaws to increase the number of members in the Corporate 
Governance Committee from ten to eleven and to add the description of the additional 
seat to reflect “one representative shall be from an independent transmission company 
Member, defined as having assets under the [Open Access Transmission Tariff] and 
no Affiliate Relationships in other categories of Membership.”  The addition of a seat 
                                                 
3  Corporate Governance Committee Meeting Minutes No. 52 at Agenda Item 4 posted 

at:  
http://www.spp.org/publications/CGC%20Minutes%20111414%20No%2052%20(fu
ll%20v2).pdf; Corporate Governance Committee Meeting Minutes No. 51 at Agenda 
Item 6 posted at:  http://www.spp.org/publications/CGC%20Minutes%20082814.pdf.  

4  Board of Directors/Members Committee Meeting Minutes No. 162 at Agenda Item 3 
posted at:  
http://www.spp.org/publications/BOD%20MC%20MIN_ATT%20012715.pdf 
(approved as part of the Consent Agenda). 

5  See Bylaws at Section 10. 
6  N. Am. Elec. Reliability Corp., 119 FERC ¶ 61,060, order on reh’g, 120 FERC ¶ 

61,260 (2007). 
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for a representative from an independent transmission company is based upon the 
growth of these Members in SPP’s footprint.  SPP previously added a seat for an 
independent transmission company to its Members Committee in Section 5.1.1 of the 
Bylaws in 2014.7  The Commission approved the addition of this seat to the Members 
Committee on November 10, 2014.8 

 The revisions to the Bylaws proposed herein are just and reasonable because 
the language increases the number of Corporate Governance Committee seats to 
reflect the growth in membership of independent transmission companies in SPP’s 
footprint.  In addition, as noted above, the Commission has already approved the 
addition of a seat to the Members Committee for a representative from an 
independent transmission company.  For these reasons, SPP respectfully requests that 
the Commission find these proposed Bylaws revisions as just and reasonable and 
accept them without modification. 

III. EFFECTIVE DATE 

SPP requests that the Commission accept the proposed revisions to become 
effective May 3, 2015, which is not less than 60 days, or more than 120 days, after 
the submission of this filing as required by the Commission.9 

IV. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A. Documents Submitted with this Filing: 

In addition to this transmittal letter, the following documents are included 
with this filing:   

 Clean and Redline Bylaws revisions under First Revised Volume No. 4 

 

  

                                                 
7  See Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Revisions to Tariff, Bylaws, and Membership 

Agreement (Part 1 of 2), Integration of the IS Parties into the Southwest Power Pool, 
Docket No. ER14-2850-000 (September 11, 2014) at Transmittal 41-42 and Exhibit 
No. SPP-3 (Prepared Direct Testimony of Carl A. Monroe) at 28-29.  See also 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Revisions to Tariff, Bylaws, and Membership 
Agreement (Part 2 of 2), Integration of the IS Parties into the Southwest Power Pool, 
Docket No. ER14-2851-000 (September 11, 2014).   

8  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 149 FERC ¶ 61,113 at P 131 (2014). 
9  18 C.F.R. § 35.3(a)(1). 
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B. Service: 

SPP has electronically served a copy of this filing on all its Members, 
Customers, and Market Participants.  A complete copy of this filing will be 
posted on the SPP web site, www.spp.org, and is also being served on all 
affected state commissions. 

C. Requisite Agreement: 

There are none.  As discussed above, the SPP Board of Directors approved the 
revisions submitted in this filing on January 27, 2015.  In accordance with 
Section 10.0 of the Bylaws, SPP provided notice of the changes proposed in 
this filing to its Members on September 18, 2014 and again on December 23, 
2014. 

D. Communications 

Correspondence and communications with respect to this filing should be sent 
to, and SPP requests the Secretary to include on the official service list, the 
following: 

Nicole Wagner 
Manager–Regulatory Policy 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 688-1642 
Fax: (501) 482-2022 
jwagner@spp.org 
 

Susan E. Polk 
Attorney 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 614-3260 
Fax: (501) 482-2022 
spolk@spp.org 
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V. CONCLUSION 

For all of the foregoing reasons, SPP respectfully requests that the 
Commission accept this filing.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

      /s/ Susan E. Polk 
Susan E. Polk 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 614-3260 
spolk@spp.org 

       
Attorney for 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 



 

 

6.6 Corporate Governance Committee 

The Corporate Governance Committee is responsible for the overall governance 

structure, including nominations, for the company in accordance with its scope as approved by 

the Board of Directors. 

To the extent that the membership allows, the CGC shall be comprised of eleven 

members.  One representative shall be the President of SPP who will serve as the Chair; one 

representative shall be the Chairman of the Board, unless his/her position is under consideration, 

in which case the Vice Chairman of the Board; one representative shall be representative of and 

selected by investor owned utilities Members; one representative shall be representative of and 

selected by co-operatives Members; one representative shall be representative of and selected by 

municipals Members; one representative shall be representative of and selected by independent 

power producers/marketers Members; one representative shall be representative of and selected 

by state power agencies Members; one representative shall be representative of and selected by 

alternative power/public interest Members; one representative shall be from an independent 

transmission company Member, defined as having assets under the OATT and no Affiliate 

Relationships in other categories of Membership; one representative shall be representative of 

and selected by large/small retail Members; and one representative shall be representative of and 

selected by a Federal Power Marketing Agency Member(s).  

Where a vacancy occurs with respect to a representative of a sector, the representatives 

from the appropriate sector will fill the vacancy.  For purposes of selecting or removing 

representatives only, each group of Members with Affiliate Relationships shall be considered a 

single Member. 

The CGC shall meet at least once per calendar year, and additionally as needed, provided 

that a quorum, as defined in these Bylaws, is present.  The CGC shall report to the Board of 

Directors following each CGC meeting with respect to its activities and with such 

recommendations, as the CGC deems necessary.  
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